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In the middle of June (1604) the English ambas-
sador handed to the King a letter, in which James
I. advised him to seize the person and papers of one
Morgan, a Spanish spy and agent, then in Paris. It
appeared from documents in Morgan's possession
that the Count of Auvergne and the Entragues were
seeking not only to secure the support of Spain for
Henriette and her children in the event of the King's
death, but also intended to attempt some treason
during his lifetime,

Auvergne was in his county; the King sent for
Entragues, but he and his daughter stoutly denied
that there had been more than vague talk between
them and the Spanish ambassador as to whether the
King of Spain would promise Henriette a refuge in
his dominions, Entragues was not immediately ar-
rested, and hurried to his Castle of Marcoussis, where
three moats and drawbridges always raised would
secure him against a surprise. He was therefore not
a little astonished when early one morning his cur-
tains were drawn by a royal officer and he saw his
room filled with archers of the Guard ; four of whom
had passed the triple moats and bridges, in the dress
of country women bringing butter and eggs for their
lord's breakfast, overpowered the sentinels and ad-
mitted their comrades.

Entragues was carried off to the Bastille, and with
him a voluminous correspondence between the con-
spirators and the Spanish Court, containing pro-
posals for the assassination of the King and a promise
signed by Philip III. to recognise the son of Madame
de Verneuil as heir to the French throne on the